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Thunder 
tames 
Mavericks 


Oklahoma City beat 
Dallas on Sunday 
night at the Peake 
—112 to 99. 


Page 1B 


REACHING MORE THAN 475,000 PEOPLE EACH DAY 


NEWSOK.COM 


‘The Art of 
Oklahoma’ 


OKC Museum of Art 
celebrates the 110th 
anniversary of statehood 
with new exhibit. 
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Former clients say work camp 


offers no addiction counseling 


BY BRIANNA BAILEY 
Staff Writer 
bbailey@oklahoman.com 


TAHLEQUAH — A court- 
sanctioned program where 
some clients work gut- 
ting chickens claims on 
its taxes to have spent 


thousands of dollars on 
counseling programs last 
year, but former partici- 
pants say it offers little 
help for addiction outside 
of 12-step meetings and 
forced church attendance. 

The Tahlequah-based 
DARP Foundation claims 


on its most recent pub- 
licly available tax forms 
to have spent $42,000 on 
counseling programs from 
August 2015 to July 2016 
and $3,300 for education. 
Two class-action lawsuits 
filed against DARP within 
thelast month, including one 


filed by the American Civil 
Liberties Union, claim DARP 
offers no therapy and forces 
clients to work as much as 14 
hours a day gutting chickens 
and other manual labor jobs. 

Former DARP client 
Josh Cunningham, 25, said 
the program provided no 


counseling, but did require 
him to attend church and 
12-step meetings. Cun- 
ningham is an atheist and 
said he couldn’t accept the 
spiritual components of the 
program. 
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OKC RECEIVES 
THOUSANDS 
OF 911 CALLS 
FROM HOTELS 
AND MOTELS 


BY MATT DINGER 
Staff Writer 
mdinger@oklahoman.com 


On Aug. 21, a housekeeper 
walked into a motel room at a 
Days Inn along Interstate 44 
in Oklahoma City and found 
24-year-old Megan Ashley 
Henson stabbed to death. 

Two days later, police 
arrested David Earl Wayne 
Adair, 30, in connection with 
her slaying. 

A few miles to the south- 
west at another Days Inn, on 
the night of Oct. 20, a woman 
told police that Ashley Took- 
lao had shoved her to the 
ground in her room, pulled 
down her dress and bra and 
stolen the cash stashed there. 

Police arrested Tooklao on 
arobbery complaint. 

Earlier this month, police 
arrested Casmarah Mimbs in 
room 243 at the Oaktree Inn 
and Suites, 1200 S Merid- 
ian Ave., on an outstanding 
Oklahoma County assault and 
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2. Green Carpet 
Inn - West 
720 S MacArthur 
217 calls 


4. Oaktree Inn 
& Suites 
1200 S Meridian 
150 calls 
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battery and domestic abuse 
by strangulation warrants. 
Officers were tipped off that 
he’d rented a room there, 
according to a police report. 
Those incidents are 
just three of the nearly 5,400 
911 calls made from Okla- 
homa City hotels and motels 
in the past year. But four 
hotels along a stretch of 
Interstate 40 frontage on the 


Top four hotels 
for 911 calls 
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Meridian Inn 


WELCOME ! 
SEASONAL POOL ! 


CABLE & HBO W-py 


1. Biltmore 


Hotel 


400 S Meridian 
265 calls 


city’s west side demanded the 
most attention from officers. 
Three — the Oaktree Inn and 
Suites, the Biltmore Hotel, 
and the Airport Motel 6 — sit 
within a half mile of each other 
along a strip of Meridian Ave- 
nue where a sea of free-stand- 
ing signs advertise bars, strip 
shopping centers and fast- 
food restaurants and where 
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Meridian 


3. Motel 6 - #116 
820 S Meridian 
207 calls 


ders with budget lodgings 
offering rooms for less than 
$40 a night. The fourth, the 
Green Carpet Inn, sits about a 
mile west, south of I-40 on S 
MacArthur Boulevard. 
Between them, police 
responded more than 800 times 
to 911 calls from those four 
businesses, about 15 percent of 
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Charter 

4 growth likely 
to remain 
with locally 
operated 
schools 


BY BEN FELDER 
Staff Writer 
bfelder@oklahoman.com 


Over $16 million in federal 
funding is expected to signifi- 
cantly increase the number of 
charter schools in Oklahoma 
over the next several years, 
with most of the growth likely 
to come through the expansion 
of existing charters in Okla- 
homa City and Tulsa that are 
locally operated. 

Oklahoma was named in 
September as the recipient 
of an Expanding Opportu- 
nity Through Quality Charter 
Schools Program grant from 
the U.S. Department of Edu- 
cation to fund the opening of 
25 new charter schools, which 
would nearly double the num- 
ber of charters currently across 
the state. 

But it's not likely the millions 
in startup funding will spark 
much interest from national 
and regional charter manage- 
ment organizations, also called 
CMOs, to set up in Oklahoma. 

“I don’t think the grant 
changes the game for CMOs at 
all,” said Brent Bushey, execu- 
tive director of the Oklahoma 
Public Schools Resource Cen- 
ter, an Oklahoma City-based 
nonprofit that will oversee the 
charter grant disbursements. 
“In a lot of the conversations 
I’ve had with CMOs, they ask 
what is the per-pupil (funding 
amount) in Oklahoma and then 
the conversation doesn’t con- 
tinue.” 

Most of the charter schools in 
Oklahoma are managed locally. 

The state’s relatively low 
per-pupil funding formula, 
which charters rely on for 
nearly all funding, is a barrier to 
out-of-state groups coming to 
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A assine ire 

Dear God, help us accomplish the penne 6C Opinion 8A 

work that You have empowered Deaths 6A Sports 1B 


and called us to perform. Amen. 
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$79 Furnace Tune Up 
Furnace 
Repair 


Expires: 1/30/17 | 


HILL& COMPANY | 


IT'S HARD TO TOP A HII 
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f call: 405.949.5555 
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newly built hotels rub shoul- SEE 911, 2A 
Weather, 10A CUSTOMER SERVICE 
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Complete HVAC system JÉJ 


Up to 72 mo. O% interest wac 


Up to $3,000 in utility rebates 


Instant 
Rebate 


Expires: 11/30/17 
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Plumbing 
Repair 
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Reduce your winter 
average to save all year 
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Running toilet? 
Dripping faucet? 
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